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Theresa Zabell, vicepresidenta del COE,  y Consejera Delegada de Internacional de Madrid 2020,
President Rogge, dear IOC members, ladies and gentlemen, buenas tardes.

Let me please begin by thanking everyone I’ve met these past two years, on all five continents.  

Your hospitality and kindness has really touched my heart in ways I shall never forget.

I don't think every young athlete begins his or her sport with the dream of winning an Olympic gold medal, but I can assure you that I did.  

When I was an 11- year old girl watching the Montreal Games, I knew at that moment I wanted to be an Olympic Champion.

My coach used to say that visualizing the ultimate goal was the key to preparing for it. 

There are quite a few sailors in this room, and I think you understand my belief that bidding for an Olympic Games is a bit like sailing.  

One never knows how fast – or slow – the shifting wind may change the course on any given day.

One has to have a plan and one has to be prepared. 

Madrid 2020’s plan has been perfected over the course of three Olympic bids; not just by us – but by you, as well.  

I have been in the Olympic Movement for more years than I care to admit, 

as an athlete, ambassador, leader and always as a fan.  But I can honestly say that Madrid 2020 is unlike any Olympic experience in my life.  

Now, I better appreciate the crucial roles that you, IOC members, play every day – not just every four years.  

Stepping back from the field of play has also given me greater perspective on the Movement’s many moving parts. 

I now realize that it is these tangible pieces of the Olympic Movement that give meaning to the intangible Olympic values that inspire the world.

Let me give you an example of what I mean.

During a meeting with President Samaranch years ago, he asked me, “Theresa, where are your medals?”

I thought he meant my actual gold medals and I told him that they were at home!  

He laughed and said, “No, Theresa, I mean the lapel pins that each Gold Medalist is given…”.  

To be honest, I had no idea where they were, either…I told him that they were at home too!  

Well, he said, “Theresa, those gold pins are not just for what you accomplished, they stand for the Olympic spirit that inspires the world.”    

And he was right. 

By the way, as soon as I got home, I can assure you the first thing I did was find those pins!

Since that day I wear them with pride in the knowledge that they represent something far greater than me.  

And our bid has never lost sight that we are bidding for something bigger than ourselves.

So, after two great years, almost 2 million air miles, and countless conversations with each of you, this is it.

This is our final chance to convince you that Madrid is the best choice for 2020.  This, is our finish line.

We know that we have a great plan.  

We know that we have a great team.  

And, we know that we have done our absolute best.

But, if a bid can be measured by the Size of its heart, 

the Strength of its spirit and its Belief in its cause, 

then ladies and gentlemen, I believe that no one can match Madrid 2020,

and I hope that you agree that Madrid makes sense too.

Thank you and now, let’s hear from three of my fellow countrymen.  (roll film)

And now please welcome the president of Madrid 2020 and the Spanish NOC, Mr. Alejandro Blanco, to the podium. 
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